7 October 1953

TO: Chairman, CIN Career Service Board
FROM: Chairman, CIA Honor Awards Board
SUBJECT: Staff Study "CIA Honor Awards®

1, Problem: To create a series of 1nt9rna11y controlled GIA honor
awards 1o supplement the National Security Medal and Medal of Freedom
for presentation to employses of the Agency whose performance warrants
special recognition.

2o Assumptions s

s, 1In furtherance of the U5, intelligence effort some $nd:viduale
perform acts of walor or exemplqry achieverent which cannot be approp~
. riately recognized under present CIA procedures.

" b. The opportunity for contributing emistanding performance is
present at all levels and in all areas

3. Factss

2., Military and civilian sgencies recognisze, by personal decoraticn,

acts of valor and exemplary achievement.

b. The effectiweness of such decoraiions or awerds depends to a
large degree upon the standerds under which they ave swardsd, ss well
as upon the recognitlon and appPOClatlﬂﬁ accorded Them.

Co The Agency, in contrast to others, has 1@ad@QL t@ pfOVidlun
for internally controlled honor awards for presentation to dhsermimg
employees.

he Q;scussioné

8. It is envisaged that the National aucxrxtg Medal wzli remain
the senior U.S. decoration for outstanding contribution in the field
of U.S. intelligence, Two mew CIA decorations would take precedence
immediately after the National Securi® y Medal so that, anludlng the
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Medal of Frecdom, a range of feur decorations would be awsrded
to CIA persomnel. The militery equivalents of these dazcrabions are
roughly a&s followss

(1) (Distingaisked Service Cross
Natioml Security Medal - (Wavy Cross
{Distinguished ::av°v1ce, Madal

(2) ' (Silver Star ,
' (Legim of Merlt
CI4 Yedal for 3‘mcap a,wml gﬁ'q stinguished Flying Cross
Service - {5 &3_’211.63."?& Medal
’ (Nav;{ end Marine Corps Y’Eada‘!.

(3) o ‘ (Bronze Star Vedal
CIN Medal for {Air Medal |
Méri'borimzs Service - ’Gozrwuadtamon Ribbon

(L} Medal of Freedon {when awarded to U.Sa Hationals) -
Bame as. {3) shove,

’ ) . 14
b. Thé two CIA medals, sech with cppropriate appurtenances would
) A

be mwarded when the foliowing criteria ave mtz
AN
(1) CIA Medal for Fxception:zl Servic

{a) The PuCipi:«'it weet haws dlstinguis zcaii.himse?e,f
by a volunbary act of hercias, or by o
related ac:‘i:s,.F involving the 3ccamhance of e:;_x‘z‘n.,.ng dangers
with praissworthy fortitude and eremplary c’:.zmsfan In
gene ral s the de:L:v:ee of heveism will equal t s vandards
erploysd by the Services whan swarding the Silver Stav,
Dit'%;.mguwhesd FMlying Cross, Soldiers I'".ee"la}. or Wevy =nd
Marine (‘o&:—pes Medaly or,

(o} The ”abipﬂ ent mmst have distingoished himself
bj performance of outstanding services, or aschievement,
of a distinctively exceptional natire in a duly of
responsibility, the resulte of which conevifule a major
contribution to the wiagsions cf the Ceobral Tnielligencs
Azencye
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l ) ’ ’(2)" Tﬁé CIA f'ieci,r-;:!“j for Meritoricus Ser‘vit;@

(a) The recipient must have distinguished himself
by the acceptance of existing dangers with praiseworthy
“fortitude and exemplary couraie. In general, the criteria
‘employed by the Services when awarding the Bronze Star
Medal and Commendation Ribbon for hercic action will be
followed; or’ '

“.{b) The recipient must have distinguished himself
by performance of meritoricus services, or achlevement,
4n addition to the duties normally expected of him, re-
quiring initiatiwve and extra effort which have contributed
to the accomplishment of the missions of the Central Intellii-
-gence Ageney. -

5. Conclusions:

. a. The present Honor ﬂs;f:ir&s Progran would be enriched by the
establishment of the decorations referred to in paragraph h above .

b, Such Awards should be made under circumsﬁances appi'cprin&
~ to the stature of the award and to be made a matter of suitable notice,

6. 'Recamendati‘dms: '

‘2, That, uﬁilizfmg the authority of Public Law '65@, t.hev" decorations
proposed in paragraph ki above be authorized by the Director of Central
Intelligence, ‘ ‘ '

. b,  That the Honor Avards Doard be responsible for the establishe
ment of standards and the review of recommendaticns for each of the
decorations,

iy
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. CIA Honor Awards Board
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